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13. Does Section 26 apply to both physical
and digital works?

Yes. The exception applies to works in all
formats, including printed books, e-books,
and online materials.
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14. Are there limits on how a work may
be adapted into an accessible format?

Yes. Adaptation must be limited strictly
to what is necessary to make the work
accessible and must not alter the
intellectual content of the work.

15. Does the exception apply if accessible
copies are already commercially available?

While the Act encourages respect for right
holders , the absence or unavailability of
accessible copies on reasonable terms
justifies reliance on the exception.

16. Can beneficiaries share accessible
copies with others?

No. Accessible copies made under
Section 26 are strictly for the personal
use of eligible beneficiaries and must
not be shared with non-beneficiaries.

17. What safeguards exist to prevent
misuse of the exception?

Reasonable steps must be taken to ensure
that accessible copies are used only by
eligible persons and are not diverted to the
general public.

18. Does Section 26 affect the moral rights
of authors?

No. Authors’ moral rights, including the right
to attribution (right to be recognised as the
author) and protection against derogatory
treatment are protected.

19.Can publishers or authors object to
accessible format copying under Section
26?

The exception operates by law. While
engagement with rights holders is encouraged,
lawful accessible copying under Section 26
does not require their consent.

20.Where do I get more information on
copyright and the exceptions for blind,
visually impaired and print disabled
persons ?

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
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2. Why was Section 26 introduced into
Nigerian copyright law?

It was introduced to address the severe
shortage of accessible reading materials for
persons with print disabilities and to
promote inclusion, equality, and access to
knowledge.

5. What kinds of works are covered by this
exception?

The exception applies to all copyright-protected
works capable of being converted into
accessible formats, including books, journals,
musical scores, dramatic works, and
instructional materials.

8. Who may make accessible format copies
under Section 26?

Accessible copies may be made by the
beneficiary, a person acting on the
beneficiary’s behalf, or an authorised entity
serving print-disabled persons.

11. Are schools and libraries recognised as
authorised entities?

Yes. Educational institutions, libraries, and
similar bodies serving print-disabled persons
may qualify as authorised entities if they meet
the statutory requirements.

1. What is Section 26 of the Copyright Act, 2022
about?

Section 26 establishes special copyright
exceptions that allow blind, visually impaired,
and print-disabled persons to access
copyrighted works in accessible formats
without constituting copyright infringement.

3. Who qualifies as a beneficiary under Section
26?
Beneficiaries include persons who are blind,
visually impaired, or otherwise print-disabled
and are unable to read standard printed
materials effectively.

4. What does the law mean by “visually
impaired” and “print-disabled persons”?
Answer:
 Visually impaired persons are individuals
who find it difficult to see clearly and as a
result, are unable to read printed text. While
a print-disabled persons are individuals
who cannot read printed text due to reading
disabilities or physical disabilities.

6. What are “accessible format copies”?

Accessible format copies are versions of
works adapted to meet the needs of print-
disabled persons, such as Braille, large
print, audio, Digital Accessible Information
System (DAISY), or screen-reader-friendly
digital formats.

7. Does Section 26 allow accessible copies to be
made without permission from the copyright
owner?

Yes. The law permits the making of accessible
format copies without prior authorisation,
subject to compliance with the conditions set
out in Section 26.

9. What is an “authorised entity” under the
Act?

An authorised entity is a non-profit
organisation or institution that provides
education, training, information access, or
adaptive reading services to blind or print-
disabled persons.

10. Can authorised entities distribute
accessible copies to beneficiaries?

Yes. Authorised entities may reproduce
and distribute accessible format copies
exclusively for the use of eligible
beneficiaries.

12. Are authorised entities allowed to
charge for accessible copies?

No. Activities under Section 26 must be be
carried out on a non-profit basis..


