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1.
INTRODUCTION 

The Nigerian Copyright Commission was established as a Council pursuant to the Copyright Act (Cap 68 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 1990) in 1998 and inaugurated in August 1989 as a Federal Government parastatal with the sole mandate for the administration of all matters pertaining to copyright in Nigeria. In 1996, it was upgraded to the status of a Commission. The Nigerian Copyright Act was amended twice by the Copyright (Amendment Decree No.98) of 1992 and the Copyright (Amendment Decree No.42) of 1999 in line with emerging challenges in the sphere of copyright globally. 
All over the world, the cardinal goal of copyright law is to encourage creativity and most countries of the world strive towards this goal knowing that the world is increasingly moving in the direction of knowledge-based economy. Aware of the potentials of Nigeria in the comity of nations if its creative talents are encouraged, the Commission has been working to enthrone an enabling environment for creativity to thrive. However, over the years, it has been observed that piracy is the greatest enemy of creativity. Again, it has been widely acclaimed that the spate of piracy and other intellectual property rights abuses across the world is on the increase and Nigeria is no exception. A new twist to piracy is the obviously alarming report that organized crime is substantially behind this infamous act, meaning that funds derived from piracy could be used in funding international crimes. Determined to substantially stem the tide of upward surge of piracy in Nigeria, the Commission in the last quarter of 2004 conceptualized the Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP) as a practical initiative to stem the tide of piracy in the country. As a demonstration of Government commitment to fight piracy, the STRAP initiative was launched in Lagos on May 3, 2005 by Chief Olusegun Obasanjo GCFR, President and Commander- in -Chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces . 
2.
BASIC NOTIONS OF STRAP
2.1
Meaning of STRAP

Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP) is a national anti-piracy campaign initiated by the Nigerian Copyright Commission to ensure effective protection against piracy and all forms of intellectual property theft. It is also a proactive and sustainable anti-piracy campaign initiative created to reinvigorate public and private sector collaboration in the fight against piracy. It was inspired by the current need for change and the creation of vibrant copyright–based industries that will give maximum returns on investment both to creators and investors alike. 
For the Nigerian Copyright Commission, STRAP represents a deep determination to make creativity a worthwhile venture in Nigeria for national prosperity. It signals a strong expression by Government that Nigeria can no longer accommodate this group of economic saboteurs. It is a clarion call on every well meaning Nigerian and corporate organizations particularly those within the copyright industries to realize that piracy must be stamped out for creativity to thrive as an engine for development in the country. STRAP is basically a platform to be used by all stakeholders in realizing the dream of stemming the tide of piracy and creating most conducive environment for sustainable growth and wealth creation for creators, investors and the nation.
2.2   Objectives of STRAP

STRAP was conceived to achieve the following objectives namely:
i. to combat all forms of piracy of music, film, software, books and all other protected works in order to create jobs, reduce poverty and sustain our cultural heritage.
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ii. to create an environment conducive for copyright protection for all categories of works.

iii. to empower local industries, create opportunities for legitimate distribution of protected works and attract foreign investment.

iv. through a sustained campaign, to restore the image of Nigeria as a country that upholds the ideals of creativity and abhors international crimes.

v.   to promote the virtue of hard work, industry and culture of respect for creativity among Nigerians and facilitate the changing of people’s hitherto passive mindset to becoming supportive of creativity and the fight against piracy.

vi.     to encourage the integration of a copyright perspective into national development strategies.

vii.    to substantially raise awareness on piracy and other copyright abuses among Nigerians in the urban and rural areas.

2.3
The Ultimate Goals of STRAP

· improved returns on investment 


· employment generation

· poverty reduction

· value reorientation

· sustenance of Nigeria’s cultural heritage
· positive national image
2.4
The Components of STRAP 

The Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP) has three main components to achieve its objectives, namely: public enlightenment; enforcement; and administration of rights.

i.
Public Enlightenment

This involves embarking on a sustained and aggressive anti-piracy public enlightenment programme using a multi media approach, namely, electronic, print and outdoor.
ii.
Enforcement

The enforcement component entails intensifying enforcement efforts in accordance with the powers of the Commission under the Copyright Act through:
· Surveillance and investigation

· Anti-piracy raids. 

· Public destruction and burning of confiscated pirated products. 

· Copyright Litigation Assistance and Mediation Programme (CLAMP)
· Arrests

· Seizures

· Prosecution

iii.
Administration of Rights

The administration of rights component is geared towards assisting right owners through regulatory and administrative measures/schemes, namely:

· Regulation of Optical Disc Manufacturing Plants

· Hologram Scheme

· Video rental Scheme

· Copyright Notification Scheme/ Databank of copyright works and authors
3.0
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES IN THE FIRST ONE YEAR OF “STRAP”: THE JOURNEY SO 
FAR

	

	COLLABORATION FOR STRAP 
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Essentially, for any creative work to come to fruition, there must have been an investment of time, energy and money into that work.  The Commission’s enforcement programmes are geared towards fighting piracy and giving the right owners due returns on every creative investment.  In demonstration of its commitment to ensure that piracy does not stop those who sow in the area of intellectual property from reaping the fruit of their labour, the Commission instituted STRAP as a platform for collaboration with stakeholders to ensure a conducive environment for copyright related businesses to thrive. 

In analyzing the enforcement activities of the Commission, certain enforcement indicators were identified as tools of analyses, namely:

1. number of raids and coverage; 
2. number of arrest(s); 
3. seizures (description and quantity); 
4. estimated market value of seized items; 
5. prosecution; and 
6. inspection (including inspection of register of works by publishers and inspection of replicating plants). 

Other enforcement indicators analyzed are public destruction and burning of confiscated products; and Copyright Litigation Assistance and Mediation Programme (CLAMP).  This report covers the enforcement activities of the Commission from May 2005 to May 2006. Data gathered on the aforementioned key indices based on the Commission’s enforcement activities for the period under review are presented hereunder in a quarterly template and subsequently analyzed. 
3.1
Data Presentation and Analysis
The analysis is firstly done on a quarterly basis using a quarterly template containing data on enforcement activities gathered from the Commission’s Zonal Offices nationwide. The analysis is also done on an annual basis taking into consideration the period from May 2005 to May 2006, exactly one year since the launch of the Commission’s Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP). 

In order to avoid ambiguity, the seized items were classified into books; audio cassettes (AC), CDs, VCDs, DVDs; software and contrivances. Contrivances refer to those items that pirates use in the process of perpetrating their illegal activities. Some items referred to as contrivances in this report are: VHS/CD/VCD/DVD recording machine or player; computer system; generating set; stabilizer; television set; amplifier; rental register; digital colour monitor; CD writer and equalizers.

3.2
Analyses of Data on the Enforcement Activities on Quarterly Basis
The analyses of the enforcement activities of the Commission using the aforesaid key enforcement indicators are presented hereunder. 
1ST QUARTER


LAGOS ZONAL OFFICE

	S/NO
	DATE OF RAID


	PLACES/TOWNS RAIDED
	  SEIZURE(S)

(description/quantity)                                             
	ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE         (N)
	NO. OF ARRESTS
	PROSECUTION

        (If any)
	NO. OF INSPECTION CONDUCTED /DATE

(including inspection of register of works by publishers and inspection of replicating plants)

	1.


	22/6/05


	Oshodi


	25 copies of Akwa Ibom Gospel music


	5,000.00


	1


	
	

	2.


	21/7/05
	Ajegunle


	44 copies of New Jerusalem Bible & 3 copies of Sunday missile


	14,993,000.00
	2
	Matter resolved under CLAMP
	

	3
	28/7/05
	Ajegunle
	25,000 copies of various Macmillan Publishers Nig. Ltd  titles & 4,986 copies of other publishers
	10million
	
	
	


KADUNA ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




MAKURDI ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


UYO ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


IBADAN ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


BAUCHI ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


YOLA ZONAL OFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ILORIN ZONAL OOFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


KANO ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


PORT HARCOURT ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ENUGU ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OWERRI ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	 15/6/05
	1 Iweka Rd, Onitsha
	 302 local and foreign  VCDS & DVDs of musical works
	60,400
	
	
	

	2
	22/6/05
	62, Pound Road, Aba
	460 local and foreign  VCDS & DVDs of musical works
	92,000
	
	
	

	3
	20/7/05
	1, Milverton Avenue, Aba
	1,700 pirated musical works
	340,000
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3.2.1
Analyzing the Key Enforcement Indicators for the 1st Quarter
RAIDS AND COVERAGE

i. Number of raids conducted by each Zonal Office for the 1st quarter

Zonal Office




Number of raid(s) conducted


Lagos







3


Owerri






3

ii.
Overall number of raids conducted for the quarter is six (6).

iii.
From the above, Lagos & Owerri Offices led other Zonal Offices by conducting an equal number of raids (3) 
each in the 1st quarter.

ARRESTS
i.
Number of arrest(s) by the Zonal Offices 


Zonal Office




Number of arrest(s)


Lagos






3

ii.
A total of three (3) persons were arrested by all the Zonal Offices in this quarter.

iii.
Lagos Zonal Office made the highest number of arrest in the 1st quarter.

SEIZURES (DESCRIPTION/QUANTITY)
i.
The predominant type of items seized in the quarter is books.

ii.
The quantity of the various seized items by the Zonal Offices in the 1st quarter is as follows:


Zonal Office



Quantity of seized items


Lagos





-
Books



-
30,033









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
25

Owerri




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
2,462

iii.
The total of the various seized items in the 1st quarter are:









Books



-
30,033









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
2,487
iv.
Lagos Office has the highest number of seizures in books (30,033). However, Owerri Office made the 
highest number of seizures in AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs (2,487).

v.
The highest seized item in terms of volume in the 1st quarter is books (30,033).

vi.
A total number of 32,520 items were seized in the 1st quarter.

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF THE SEIZED ITEMS

i.
The estimated market value of the various seized items by each Zonal Office for the 1st quarter is as follows:



Zonal Office






Estimated Market Value


Lagos






-
 Books


:
N15, 016,500.00









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N5, 000.00


Owerri





-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N492, 400.00

ii.
The estimated market value of different seized items by all the Zonal Offices is:









-
Books



:
N15, 016,500.00









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N497, 400.00

iii.
The sum total of the seized items by each of the Zonal Offices is as shown below.


Zonal Office





Sum total of seized items


Lagos Office





-
N15, 021,500.00


Owerri






-
N492, 400.00

iv.
The above indicates that the grand total of the estimated market value of all the seized items for the 1st 
quarter is
N 15,513,900.00.
v.
Lagos Office has the highest estimated market value of seized items in the 1st quarter, with a figure of 
N15, 
021,500.00.


PROSECUTION


i.
There was no prosecution initiated by any of the Zonal Offices in the 1st quarter. However, there was one (1) 
reported case of music piracy (James Bob Isong VS Pius Iheduche) that was settled using the platform of 
CLAMP at Lagos Office.


INSPECTION

i.
There was no inspection by any Zonal Office within the 1st quarter.

2ND QUARTER


LAGOS ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	19/08/05
	Ajegunle
	300,000 copies of different books
	N150 million
	
	
	

	2
	26/8/05
	Oshodi
	70,000 pirated copies of various book titles
	N6 million
	3
	
	

	3
	29/8/05
	Ijora/Bodija
	
	
	1
	
	

	4
	2/9/05
	Alaba Int’l Market
	800,000 pirated copies of local and foreign films & music
	N100 million
	
	
	

	5
	6/9/05
	Lawanson, Surulere
	200,000 loose & unbinded pirated copies of textbooks
	N1.5 million
	1
	1
	

	6
	9/9/05
	Ajegunle
	1,000 pirated copies of textbooks
	N280,000
	
	
	

	7
	13/9/05
	Ajah, Lekki
	2 million pirated copies of CDs, VCDs & DVDs
	N300million
	
	
	

	8
	20/9/05
	Ikorodu, Somolu & Agbado
	
	
	
	
	1

	9
	22/9/05
	Mushin
	80,000 unbinded titles of various textbooks
	N1 million
	1
	
	

	10
	30/9/05
	Somolu
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	5/10/05
	Computer village, Ikeja
	Clone systems, CPUs & various pirated software
	N250,000
	4
	4
	

	12
	6/10/05
	Yaba
	1 pirated copy of verbal & quantitative textbooks
	N280.00
	1
	
	

	13
	12/10/05
	Ofada, Mushin
	220,000 pieces of pirated textbooks of several publishers
	N1.2 million
	
	
	

	14
	19/10/05
	Bolade, Oshodi
	5,010 copies of various textbooks
	N750, 000
	2
	
	


KADUNA ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	22/8/05
	Kaduna
	1,225 pirated books
	N500,000
	3


	            1

 (Watsilla Joseph 

          Vs

           NCC)
	

	2
	19/9/05
	Zaria
	Unbinded copies of How Europe underdeveloped Africa
	N100,000
	2
	
	              2


MAKURDI ZONAL OFFICE

	1
	23/08/05
	Makurdi
	
	
	
	
	18

	2
	25/8/05
	Makurdi
	
	
	
	
	13

	3
	06/09/05
	Gboko
	
	
	
	
	21

	4
	27/09/05
	Otukpo
	
	
	
	
	15


UYO ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	25/10/05
	Uyo
	3 TV sets, I VCD machine, 4 VHS machines, VCD – 200  pieces
	N400,000
	
	
	


IBADAN ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	6/08/05
	Dugbe, Ibadan
	2,515 pirated books
	N1,257,334
	5
	
	

	2
	26/09/05
	Benin
	30,200 Pirated books 
	N15,100,000
	6
	
	

	3
	8/10/05
	Osogbo
	5235 foreign VCDs,CDs

1345 local VCDs, CDs
	N10,078,230
	24
	
	


BAUCHI ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


YOLA ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ILORIN ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


KANO ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	9/9/06
	Sabon Gari Qtrs, Nassarawa LGA  Kano
	267 assorted CDs,VCDs,VHS cassettes &Electronics, TV sets &video machines
	
	20
	
	

	2
	21/10/05
	Sabon Gari main market
	1,500,000 assorted text books for various titles & publishers
	N10.420 million
	8
	
	


PORT HARCOURT ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ENUGU ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OWERRI ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	7/10/05
	1- 3, Milverton Avenue, Aba
	600 pirated local and foreign musical DVDs & VCDs
	N120,000
	1
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3.2.2
Analyzing the Key Enforcement Indicators in the 2nd   Quarter

RAIDS AND COVERAGE
i.
Number of raids conducted by each Zonal Office in the 2nd quarter

Zonal Office




Number of raid(s) conducted


Lagos







13


Kaduna






2


Uyo







1

Ibadan






3

Kano







2


Owerri






1
ii.
Overall number of raids conducted in the quarter is twenty-two (22).

iii.
From the above, Lagos  Office conducted the highest number of raids (13)  for the 2nd   quarter.

 ARRESTS
i.
Number of arrest(s) by the Zonal Offices 

Zonal Office



Number of arrest(s)


Lagos






13


Kaduna





5


Kano






28


Owerri





1


Ibadan





35

ii.
A total of eighty-two (82) persons were arrested by all the Zonal Offices in this quarter.

iii.
Ibadan Zonal Office made the highest number of arrests in the 2nd   quarter.
SEIZURES (DESCRIPTION/QUANTITY)

i.
The predominant type of item seized in the quarter is books.

ii.
The quantity of the various seized items by the Zonal Offices in the 2nd quarter is as follows:


Zonal Office



Quantity of seized items


Lagos





-
Books




-
876,011









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
2,800,000.00









Software



-
5









Contrivances


-
10

Kaduna




-
Books




-
600,000

Uyo





-
Contrivances


-
8









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
200

Kano





-
Books




-
1,500,000








Contrivances


-
12








AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
267


Owerri




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
2,462

Ibadan




-
Books




-
32,715








-
VCDs, CDs



-
6,580

iii.
The total of the various seized items in the 2nd quarter is as follows:









Books



-
3,008,726








AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
2,809,509








Software


-
5









Contrivances

-
30
iv.
Kano Office has the highest number of seizures in books (876,011). Lagos Office has the highest 
seizures in AC, CDs, VCDs, and DVDs (2,800,000).

v.
The highest seized item in terms of volume in the 2nd quarter are books (3,008,726).
vi.
A total of 5,818,270 items was seized in the 2nd quarter.

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF THE SEIZED ITEMS

i.
The estimated market value of the various seized items by each Zonal Office for the 2nd quarter is as follows:



Zonal Office




Estimated Market Value


Lagos






-
 Books


:
N35, 730,280.00









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N400, 000,000.00









-
Software


:
N50, 000.00









-
Contrivances

:
N200, 000.00


Kaduna





-
Books



:
N600, 000.00


Uyo






-
Contrivances

:
N400, 000.00









-



Kano






-
Books



:
N10, 420,000.00









-
Contrivances

:
N40, 000









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N40, 000

Owerri





-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N120, 000.00

Ibadan





-
Books



:
N16, 357,334









-
CDs, VCDs


:
N10, 078,230
ii.
The estimated market value of different seized items by all the Zonal Offices in the 2nd quarter is the followig:









-
Books



:
N63, 107,614.00









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N410, 238,230.00








-
Software


:
N50, 000.00









-
Contrivances

:
N640, 000.00

iii.
The sum total of the estimated market value of seized items by each of the Zonal Offices is as shown 
below.


Zonal Office





Estimated Market value of seized items


Lagos Office





-
N435, 980,280.00


Kaduna






-
N600, 000.00


Uyo







-
N400, 000.00


Owerri






-
N120, 000.00

Ibadan






-
N26, 435,564

iv.
The above indicates that the grand total of the estimated market value of all the seized items for the 2nd 
quarter is N 474,035,844.00

v.
Lagos Office has the highest estimated market value of seized items, with a figure of N435, 980,280.00.


PROSECUTION


i. Number of prosecution in the 2nd quarter per zone



Lagos

= 
5



Kaduna
= 
1

ii. Total number of prosecution in the 2nd quarter in all the zones = 6

iii. Lagos has the highest number of prosecution in the 2nd  quarter (5)
INSPECTION

i. Number of inspection by each zone in the 2nd quarter



Makurdi
=
67



Kaduna
=
2



Lagos

=
1
ii. Total number of inspection in all the zones in the quarter = 70

iii. Total number of inspection of register  = 69

iv. Total number of inspection of plants
= 1

v. Makurdi conducted the highest number of inspection
3RD QUARTER

	1
	28/11/05
	Ajelogo
	5,000 pirated copies of CDs, VCs & DVDs
	N800,000
	
	
	

	2
	29/11/05
	Pedro, Bariga
	25 Copies of text books
	N25,000
	
	
	

	3
	5/12/05
	Ikeja
	6,580 copies of CDs, VCs & DVDs
	N1 million
	6
	
	

	4
	22/12/05
	Oba Elegushi Mkt, Lekki
	1 million  copies of CDs, VCs & DVDs
	N700 million
	10
	
	

	5
	18/01/06
	Ajegunle
	948 copies of different titles of Books
	N284,000
	1
	Negotiation still on
	


LAGOS ZONAL OFFICE

KADUNA ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


MAKURDI ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


UYO ZONAL OFFICE

	1
	23/11/05
	Eket
	1 TV set, 2 VCD machines, 1 amplifier, VHS VCD – (1000) pieces
	N250,000
	
	
	


IBADAN ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


BAUCHI ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


YOLA ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ILORIN ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


KANO ZONAL OFFICE

	1
	7/12/05
	Brigade Qtrs Nassarawa, Kano
	1000Audio cassettes,1 recorder, 2 TV sets
	N240,000
	7
	
	


PORT HARCOURT ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ENUGU ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OWERRI ZONAL OFFICE

	1
	9/12/05
	Owerri
	
	
	15
	
	

	2
	14,12,05
	Owerri
	5 TVs, 210 DVDs & VCDs, 3 Generator sets, 1 stabiliser,3 rental registers
	N1.8 million
	7
	
	

	3
	16/12/05
	Owerri
	3 TVs, 2 Generator sets, 210 VCDs & DVDs, 1 stabilizer, 2 horn loudspeakers, 6 rental registers
	N2.1 million
	7
	
	

	4
	27/1/06
	29, Ogugba St., Owerri
	1 Generator set, 310 VCDs & DVDs, 1 Rental register
	N260,000
	1
	
	


3.2.3
Analyzing the Key Enforcement Indicators in the 3rd Quarter

RAIDS AND COVERAGE

i.
Number of raids conducted by each Zonal Office in the quarter


Zonal Office





Number of raid(s) conducted


Lagos







5


Uyo







1


Kano 







1


Owerri






4

ii.
Overall number of raids conducted in the quarter is eleven (11).

iii.
From the above, Lagos Office conducted the highest number of raids (5) for the 3rd quarter.

ARRESTS

i.
Number of arrest(s) by the Zonal Offices 


Zonal Office




Number of arrest(s)


Lagos






17


Kano






7


Owerri





30

ii.
A total of fifty-four (54) persons were arrested by all the Zonal Offices in this quarter.

iii.
Owerri Zonal Office made the highest number of arrests in the 3rd quarter.

SEIZURES (DESCRIPTION/QUANTITY)

i.
The predominant type of items seized in the quarter are books.

ii.
The quantity of the various seized items by the Zonal Offices in the 3rd quarter is as follows:


Zonal Office



Quantity of seized items


Lagos





-
Books




-
973









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
1,011,580


Uyo





-
Contrivances


-
4









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
1000


Kano





-
Contrivances


-
3









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
1000


Owerri




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

-
730









Contrivances


-
28

iii.
The total of the various seized items in the 3rd quarter is:









Books



-
973









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
1,014,310









Contrivances

-
35

iv.
Lagos Office has the highest number of seizures in books (973) and in AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs (1,011,580). 
However, Owerri Office made the highest number of seizures in contrivances (28).

v.
The highest seized items in terms of volume in the 3rd quarter are AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs (1,011,580).

vi.
A total of 1,015,318 items were seized in the 3rd quarter.

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF THE SEIZED ITEMS

i.
The estimated market value of the various seized items by each Zonal Office in the 3rd quarter is as follows:



Zonal Office




Estimated Market Value


Lagos






-
 Books



:
N273, 000









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

:
N701, 800, 000


Uyo






-
Contrivances


:
N50, 000










AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

:
N200, 000


Kano






-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

:
N200, 000










Contrivances


:
N40, 000


Owerri





-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

:
N146, 000

            







Contrivances


:
N4, 014, 000

ii.
The estimated market value of different seized items by all the Zonal Offices is:









-
Books




:
N 273,000









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs

:
N702, 346,000










-
Contrivances


:
N4, 104,000


iii.
The sum total of the seized items by each of the Zonal Offices is as shown below.


Zonal Office




Sum total of seized items


Lagos Office




-
N702, 073,000


Uyo Office





-
N250, 000


Kano






-
N240, 000


Owerri





-
N4, 160, 000

iv.
The above indicates that the grand total of the estimated market value of all the seized items in the 3rd 
quarter is N 706,723,000.

v.
Lagos Office has the highest estimated market value of seized items, with a figure of N702, 073, 000.


PROSECUTION


i.
There was no recorded prosecution by any of the Zonal Offices in the 3rd quarter. 


INSPECTION

i.
There was no inspection by any Zonal Office in the 3rd quarter.
4TH QUARTER
LAGOS ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	31/3/06
	Ikorodu
	700 assorted tittles of Literamed publications &others
	N280,000
	
	
	

	2
	21/4/06
	Lagos
	
	
	1
	Resolved under CLAMP
	

	3
	26/4/06
	Standard Alliance , VI - Lagos
	22 CPUs installed with infringed Microsoft software
	N1 million
	
	
	


KADUNA ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


MAKURDI ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


UYO ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	15/3/06
	 Uyo
	Pirated books (300) pieces
	N750,000
	
	
	


IBADAN ZONAL OFFICE
	1
	22/02/06
	Mokola, Dugbe Ibadan
	Foreign VCDs,CDs, audio cassette
	N5,100,000
	6
	
	


BAUCHI ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	


YOLA ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ILORIN ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


KANO ZONAL OFFICE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


PORT HARCOURT ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ENUGU ZONAL OFFICE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


OWERRI ZONAL OFFICE

	1
	6/4/06
	Akukwe Close, Anokwu Str. Owerri
	2TV, 2 stabiliser, 604 VCDs & DVDs, 2rental register
	N270,000
	3
	
	

	2
	19/04/06
	Weatheral Rd, Owerri
	200 VCDs & DVDs
	N40,000
	2
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3.2.4
Analyzing the Key Enforcement Indicators in the 4th Quarter

RAIDS AND COVERAGE

i.
Number of raids conducted by each Zonal Office in the quarter


Zonal Office




Number of raid(s) conducted


Lagos







3


Uyo







1


Owerri






2

Ibadan






2
ii.
Overall number of raids conducted in the quarter is eight (8)

iii.
From the above, Lagos Office conducted the highest number of raids (3) in the 4th quarter.

ARRESTS

i.
Number of arrest(s) by the Zonal Offices 



Zonal Office



Number of arrest(s)



Lagos






1



Owerri





5


Ibadan





6
ii.
A total of twelve (12) persons were arrested by all the Zonal Offices in this quarter.

iii.
Ibadan Zonal Office made the highest number of arrests in the 4th quarter.

SEIZURES (DESCRIPTION/QUANTITY)

i.
The predominant type of items seized in the quarter are AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs .

ii.
The quantity of the various seized items by the Zonal Offices in the 4th quarter is as follows:


Zonal Office



Quantity of seized items


Lagos





-
Books



-
3200









Software


-
48









Contrivances

-
22


Uyo





-
Books



-
300


 Owerri




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
804









Contrivances

-
6

Ibadan




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
34,000
iii.
The total of the various seized items in the 4th quarter is the following:









Books



-
3500









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
34,804









Software


-
48









Contrivances

-
28

iv.
Lagos Office has the highest number of seizures in books (3200). Lagos Office also recorded the highest 
number of seizures in software (48) and in contrivance (22). However, Ibadan Office made the highest 
number of seizures in AC, CDs, VCDs, and 
DVDs (34,000).

v.
The highest seized items in terms of volume in the 4th quarter are books (34,804).

vi.
A total of 38,380 items were seized in the 4th quarter.
ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF THE SEIZED ITEMS

i.
The estimated market value of the various seized items by each Zonal Office in the 4th quarter is as follows:


Zonal Office




Estimated Market Value


Lagos






-
Books



:
N530, 000









-
Software


:
N120, 000









-
Contrivances

:
N880, 000


Uyo






-
Books



:
N750, 000


Owerri





-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N160, 800

            







Contrivances

:
N149, 200

Ibadan





-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N5, 100,000
ii.
The estimated market value of different seized items by all the Zonal Offices is the following:









-
Books



:
N1, 280,000









-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N5, 260, 800









-
Software


:
N120, 000










-
Contrivances

:
N1, 029,200


iii.
The sum total of the seized items by each of the Zonal Offices is as shown below.


Zonal Office





Sum total of seized items


Lagos Office




-
N 1,530,000


Uyo Office





-
N750, 000


Owerri





-
N310, 000

Ibadan





-
N5, 100,000
iv.
The above indicates that the grand total of the estimated market value of all the seized items in the 4th quarter 
is N 7,690,000.

v.
Ibadan Office has the highest estimated market value of seized items, with a figure of N5, 100, 000.


PROSECUTION

i.
There was no recorded prosecution by any of the Zonal Offices in the 4th quarter. However, there was one 
(1) reported case in the area of book piracy (Mr. Anthony Nwokedi (Ancoh Ent.) VS Messers Zebedee Uba 
(Zim 
Best) & Chidiebere Asika) that was settled using the platform of CLAMP at Lagos Office.


INSPECTION

i.
There was no inspection by any Zonal Office during the quarter.
3.3.0

Analyses of Data on the Enforcement Activities for the Period 
Covering May 2005 to 

May 
2006
The enforcement  activities of the Commission for the period May 2005 to May 2006 are analyzed hereunder using enforcement indicators  such as raids and coverage; arrests ; seizures(description/quantity); estimated market value, prosecution, inspection, CLAMP and destruction of confiscated pirated products. 
3.3.1
Analyzing the Key Enforcement Indicators for the Period May 2005 to May 2006

RAIDS AND COVERAGE

i.
Number of raids conducted by each Zonal Office from May 2005 to May 2006 is as follows:


Zonal Office






Number of raid(s) conducted


Lagos







24


Kaduna






2


Uyo







3


Kano







3


Owerri






10

Ibadan






5

This means that 6 out of the 12 Zonal Offices of the Commission conducted anti-piracy raid from May 2005 
to May 2006 in the number of times shown above.

ii.
The Sum total of raids conducted from May 2005 to May 2006 is forty-seven (47).
iii.
From the above, the Lagos Office conducted the highest number of raids (24) in the period under review.

ARRESTS

i.
The number of arrests by the Zonal Offices for the period May 2005 to May 2006 is:  


Zonal Office





Number of arrest(s)


Lagos






34


Kaduna





5


Kano 






35


Owerri





36

Ibadan





41
ii.
Ibadan Zonal Office made the highest number of arrests for the period May 2005 to May 2006.

iii.
A total of one hundred and fifty-one (151) persons were arrested by the Commission within the period under 
review.

SEIZURES (DESCRIPTION/QUANTITY)

i.
In terms of volume, the total of the various items seized by each Zonal Office from May 2005 to May 
2006 is as follows:


Zonal Office




Volume of seized items


Lagos





-
Books



-
910,227









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
3,811,605









Software


-
53









Contrivance


-
32


Kaduna




-
Books 


-
600,000


Kano





-
Books



-
1,500,000








AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
1267








Contrivances

-
15


Owerri




-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
6,458


Contrivances

-
34


Uyo





-
Books



-
300









AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
1,200








Contrivances

-
12

Ibadan




-
Books



-
32,715








AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
40,580
ii.
The total of each of the seized items from May 2005 to May 2006 is as follows:








-
Books:


-
3,043,242







-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
-
3,861,110







-
Software


-
53








-
Contrivances

-
93

iii.
The predominant type of items seized in the period under review is AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs.

iv.
Kano Office has the highest number of seizures in books (1,500,000). 

Lagos Office recorded the highest number of seizures in software (53).


Lagos Office has the highest number of seizures in the area of AC, CDs, VCDs, and DVDs (3,811,605).


Owerri Office made the most number of seizures in contrivances (34).

v.
The Zonal Office with the overall largest quantity of seized items in the period under review is Lagos Office 
(4,721,917).
vi.
The overall quantity of seized items from May 2005 to May 2006 is 6,904,498.
ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF THE SEIZED ITEMS

i.
The estimated market value of the various seized items by each Zonal Office for the period May 2005 to 
May 2006 is as outlined hereunder:



Zonal Office





Estimated Market Value


Lagos






-
Books



:
N46, 576,480










AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N1, 101, 805,000










Software


:
N170, 000










Contrivances

:
N1, 080, 000


Kaduna 





-
Books



:
N600, 000


Kano






-
Books



:
N10, 420,000










AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N240, 000










Contrivances

:
N80, 000


Owerri





-
 AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N918, 800

            







Contrivances

:
N4, 163,200


Uyo






-
Books 


:
N750, 000










AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N200, 000










Contrivances

:
N450, 000

Ibadan





-
Books



:
N16, 357,334










AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N15, 178,230
ii.
The estimated market value for each of the seized items from May 2005 to May 2006 is as follows:









-
Books



:
N64, 283,814








-
AC, CDs, VCDs, DVDs
:
N1, 118,342,030








-
Software


:
N170, 000









-
Contrivances

:
N5, 773,200


iii.
The sum total of the estimated market for all the seized items by each of the Zonal Offices from May 2005 
to May 2006 is as shown below:

Zonal Office





Sum total of seized items


Lagos 





-
N 1,149,631,480


Kaduna





-
N600, 000


Kano






-
N10, 740,000


Owerri





-
N5, 082,000


Uyo






-
N1, 400, 000

Ibadan





-
N 31,535,564
iv. 
Lagos Office has the highest estimated market value of seized items, with a figure of N1, 149,631,480.


v.
The data above indicates that the overall estimated market value of all the seized items from May 2005 to 
May 2006 is N1, 198,989,044.

PROSECUTION


i.
The number of prosecution undertaken by each of the Zonal Offices from May 2005 to May 2006 is as shown 
hereunder:


Zonal Office



Number of Prosecution


Lagos 



-


5


Kaduna 



-


1

ii.
From the analysis of data, Lagos Office has undertaken the highest number of prosecution (5) within the 
period under review.

iii.
The sum total of the prosecution undertaken by all the Zonal Office from May 2005 to May 2006 is six (6). 
However, there were two (2) reported instances of cases settled under the Commission’s CLAMP initiative at 
the Lagos Office within the review period.

INSPECTION

i.
The number of inspection conducted by each of the Zonal Office from May 2005 to May 2006 is as follows:


Zonal Office





Number of Inspection

Lagos






1


Kaduna





2


Makurdi





67

ii.
From the analysis of the data Makurdi Zonal Office conducted the highest number of inspection (67) for the 
period under review.

iii.
The total number of inspection conducted from May 2005 to May 2006 is seventy (70).

iv.
Out of the seventy (70) inspections conducted within the period under review, sixty-nine (69) was inspection 
of register of works publishers are expected to keep while one (1) is inspection of replicating plant.

4.
SUMMARY 


Summary of the analysis of the Enforcement Indicators on Quarterly Basis


FIRST QUARTER

i. The total number of raids conducted in the quarter =  6

ii. The total number of arrests in the quarter =  3

iii. The total number of seized items in the quarter = 32,530

iv. Total estimated market value of seized items in the quarter = N10,540,200.00

v. Total number of prosecution in the quarter = 0

vi. Total number of inspection = 0


SECOND QUARTER

i.
     The total number of raids conducted in the quarter = 22
ii. The total number of arrests in the quarter =  92
iii. The total number of seized items in the quarter = 5,818,003
iv. Total estimated market value of seized items in the quarter = N474,035,844
v. Total number of prosecution in the quarter = 6

iv.
     Total number of inspection = 70


THIRD QUARTER

i. 

The total number of raids conducted in the quarter = 11

ii.

The total number of arrests in the quarter = 54

iii.

The total number of seized items in the quarter = 1,015,318

iv. 

Total estimated market value of seized items in the quarter = N706, 723,000
v. 

Total number of prosecution in the quarter = 0

vi. 
Total number of inspection = 0


FOURTH QUARTER

i.
     The total number of raids conducted in the quarter = 8
i. The total number of arrests in the quarter =  12
ii. The total number of seized items in the quarter = 38,380
iii. Total estimated market value of seized items in the quarter = N7,690,000
iv. Total number of prosecution in the quarter = 0

v. Total number of inspection = 0


Summary of the Analyses of Enforcement Indicators in First One Year of STRAP Launch (May 2005 
to May 2006)












	Please insert picture



	STRAP ANTI-PIRACY OPERATION : SEIZED PIRATED PRODUCTS SET ON FIRE


i. The total number of raids conducted within the period under review =  47
ii. The total number of arrests in the period under review =  161
iii. The total number of seized items in the period under review = 6,904,231
iv. Total estimated market value of all the seized items in the period under review = N1,198,989,044
v. Total number of prosecution undertaken in the period under review = 6
vi. Total number of inspection conducted in the period under review = 70. Out of this figure 69 reflect inspection of the registers of works publishers are expected to keep under the law, while one represents the inspection of replicating plants.
vii. There were two reported cases of copyright violation settled using the platform of CLAMP within the period under review.
5.
CONCLUSION
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	CHIEF MICHAEL  KAASE  AONDOAKAA, SAN 

PRESENT ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE
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	CHIEF BAYO OJO, SAN 

FORMER ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE (2005 – MAY 2007)

	


The journey in the last one year of STRAP in the area of enforcement has been challenging, tough but fruitful. From the analyses of our data, it is obvious that the Commission has put in its best within the human and material resources available to it.  Out of the 12 Zonal Offices of the Commission, enforcement activities were active in only 7 offices, namely, Lagos, Kaduna, Uyo, Owerri, Kano, Ibadan and Makurdi. This trend was clearly due to the fact that within the first one year of STRAP, there was little or no funds available for enforcement activities. With demonstrated determination of the Commission to weed out piracy from our economy, increasing awareness on copyright and Government’s commitment to the fight against piracy, the years ahead promise to witness an upsurge in the enforcement activities of the Commission.

In spite of the overwhelming success recorded in the first one year of STRAP, there is yet a need to do more. The Commission for instance needs to intensify its efforts in prosecution, inspection and carrying out of anti-piracy operations outside the states where its Zonal Offices are located. Considering the total estimated market  value of seized items in the period under review (N1,198,989,044), it is  apparent that the right owners stand to gain a lot more, if the enforcement activities are intensified in the years ahead. The intensification of enforcement activities all over the country will no doubt further enhance the visibility of the Commission thereby increasing its prospects of attracting it more funding from the Government.

With vigorous pursuit of the STRAP campaign, the days of pirates are definitely numbered in Nigeria.

	 Please insert picture either depicting the anti-piracy operation sponsored by Evans Publishers at Benin in Sept. 2005 or the picture of MD of Evans Publishers



	Public Private Partnership in action: MD of Evans Publishers Mr. Gbenro Adegbola speaking before anti-piracy operation in Benin sponsored by Evans Publishers in Sept 2005. Or Pirated materials seized at Benin in Sept. 2005  anti-piracy operation sponsored by Evans Publishers Nigeria Ltd




	ENFORCEMENT INDICATORS
	FIRST QUARTER
	SECOND QUARTER
	THIRD QUARTER
	FOURTH QUARTER
	MAY 2005-MAY 2006

	No of raids
	6
	22
	11
	8
	47



	No of arrests
	3
	92
	54
	12
	161



	Seizures (quantity)
	32,520
	5,217,833
	1,015,318
	27,452
	6,293,123


	Market value
	N15,513,900
	N1,767,344,900
	N203,826,500
	N6,821,400
	N1,993,506,700


	No of prosecution
	0
	6
	0
	0
	6



	No of inspection
	0
	70
	0
	0
	70



	Public Destruction & Burning of Confiscated Products
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Copyright Litigation Assistance & Mediation Programme(CLAMP)
	1
	0
	0
	1
	2


APPENDIX 1

TABULAR PRESENTATION OF THE SUMMARY OF THE COMMISSSION’S ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES FROM MAY 2005 TO MAY 2006
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Address by

His Excellency President Olusegun Obasanjo GCFR

At the Launching of the Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP)

Lagos May 3, 2005

PROTOCOL

It gives me immense pleasure to be present at this occasion to join in the launching of the Strategic Action Against Piracy – STRAP 
under the aegis of the Nigerian Copyright Commission.

This initiative is especially timely at this period when the Federal Government is unwaveringly committed to entrenching stability in the polity, engendering transparency and accountability, institutionalizing due process, enhancing service delivery, and guaranteeing internal security and the safety of life and property. Government has very clearly demonstrated its zero-tolerance for corruption in all its ramifications. This has had the effect of instituting probity in the management of the Nigerian State, pruning waste in the public service, and generally checking inefficiency, indiscipline, and mismanagement.

Piracy, by all definitions, is a criminal act. It is particularly evil because it targets not only the economic fortunes of hardworking, creative individuals and organisations, but it also has a debilitating effect on the creative energies of our musicians, writers, artists, producers, publishers, and performers. In a system where intellectual property laws are perceived as being ineffective and are therefore flouted without fear of meaningful retribution, the frustration becomes even more oppressive.

I empathise with the mass of Nigerians who, having worked tirelessly to produce copyright works for the enrichment of society and its culture, are deprived of the just, deserved benefits of their toil. I also sympathise with individual and corporate investors in the various industries who have been made bankrupt through the illicit activities of pirates and other purveyors of evil against intellectual property.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, the damaging effects of piracy are visible all around us: the waning zeal for creativity; the dearth of well-researched textbooks and reading materials in the education sector; the diminishing of the artistic and literary quality of our stage performances; and the increasingly colourless and uninspiring products in the visual arts. Expectedly, investors are wary, and the younger generation is not encouraged to pursue careers in the arts and entertainment industry. We are all confronted by an attack on our culture and our future as a people. We are faced with the reality of a declining economic resource and a source of pride as a nation. 

The protection of intellectual property is about the promotion of the only economically viable national asset that has an inexhaustible reserve. The economic, social, political and strategic importance of intellectual property cannot be overstated.

The development of our tourism industry is one of the major pillars of our economic reform agenda. Government is committed to the promotion of cultural tourism and establishment of cultural industries that will impact positively on poverty, create jobs and enhance national dignity and identity. This is only feasible if we vigorously face up to the challenge posed by the activities of pirates.

Given the increasingly competitive world order and increasing global awareness of the importance and role of ideas, talent and creativity in national development in this information age, we must respond timely and appropriately to the protection and administration of copyright and other aspects of intellectual property. Our daily lives are increasingly based on the information and communication technology platform. This makes the protection of intellectual property imperative for Nigeria.

Our Copyright Inspectors, working with other law enforcement agencies, have recently exposed the sophistication of the activities of pirates in cooperative ventures between foreign and local entrepreneurs. Considering the huge investment of these unscrupulous elements and their elaborate networks, it is clear that the products of these illicit activities are intended not only for the domestic market, but also for export. Nigeria cannot afford to be made a piracy haven. This is why I am in full support of the present initiative of the Nigerian Copyright Commission to cleanse the system and rid it of these economic and cultural saboteurs.

All stake holders must ensure that the STRAP campaign, which is being launched today, is sustained and carried through with all vigour. We must be relentless and innovative in our commitment and resolve to bring about a drastic reduction in the level of piracy. The use of physical and digital anti piracy devices should be explored. I am aware that the Nigerian Copyright Commission has prescribed the use of holograms on audio and video products as a step in this direction.

There is need for stricter supervision of the production of copyright works in order to ensure that they do not become pirate plants.

The challenge for the Nigerian Copyright Commission and all stakeholders should be how best to strengthen the system and make the creative enterprises more profitable to authors for the ultimate benefit of the nation.

Piracy is one of those ills that easily taint the reputation of Nigerians as law-abiding and hard working people. It may therefore, be necessary to incorporate the campaign against piracy into the broad agenda of the Nigeria Image Project. In this context, STRAP should be able to draw from the human and material resources available to the project. The campaign should be able to galvanise Corporate Nigeria into tapping into, nurturing and empowering our creative industries as a viable economic sector.

As a nation, Nigeria has demonstrated resolute commitment to the intellectual property system by our accession to the major international instruments, and we are examining the implications of the others with a view to responding appropriately, bearing in mind our overriding national interest. We subscribe to the need for the competing interests to behave responsibly in their demands for greater protection. There must be a careful balance of the needs of all sides without jeopardising the sustenance of the system.

I am aware that a copyright legislation exists in the country today. However, after more than a decade of operation and taking into cognizance the challenges of today’s fast-growing, technology-driven world, the law needs to be reviewed with a view to making it agreeable to present realities.

As we strive to regenerate and reposition our nation on all fronts to attract foreign direct investment and boost domestic initiatives for technological and economic growth, no aspect of intellectual property, and certainly not our industrial property system, must be left unattended to. I therefore, charge the relevant Ministries and Agencies to ensure that the process of evolving an Intellectual Property Commission to administer copyright, trade marks, patents, designs and allied subjects under a single Agency is concluded in the shortest possible time.

Confident that this worthy campaign for the restoration of respect for creativity and the products of intellectual exertions will meet with popular support, it is my singular honour and privilege to formally launch the Strategic Action Against Piracy – STRAP.

Thank you and may God continue to bless our dear Nigeria.

OPENING REMARKS BY THE HON. CHIEF JUDGE OF THE

FEDERAL HIGH COURT, JUSTICE R.N. UKEJE, AT THE LAUNCHING OF THE STRATEGIC ACTION AGAINST PIRACY-

(STRAP) IN LAGOS, ON 3RD MAY, 2005.

It is with great humility and honour that I welcome the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Exellency, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, Grand Commander of the Order of the Federal Republic (GCFR) to this occasion of the formal launching of the Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP), an initiative of the Nigerian Copyright Commission.

I equally welcome the Hon. Minister of Culture and Tourism, Ambassador Franklin Ogbuewu, Hon. Members of the National Assembly and, indeed, all stakeholders in the Intellectual Property Regime to this momentous occasion. I also welcome the ladies and Gentlemen of the print and electronic media.

Personally, I consider it a specific privilege to be invited to chair this occasion. The Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP), is the Nigerian Copyright Commission’s enforcement mechanism designed and targeted at checkmating, combating and, possibly, eradicating the unwholesome activities of Intellectual Property criminals, especially in the area of piracy, bootlegging and counterfeiting. I am particularly interested in this programme because its effective implementation cannot be achieved without the active participation of the Federal High Court, being the Court with exclusive first instance jurisdiction in Copyright matters, by virtue of section 251(1)(f) of the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999.

I therefore express my profound gratitude to the Commission for the honour.

The Nigerian Copyright Commission was established by the Copyright Act (Cap 68 LFN 1990), as amended by the Copyright Amendment Act 1992 (1992 No 98) and further amended by the Copyright (Amendment) Act 1999.

Under those laws, the Commission is amongst other functions, charged with the following functions:-

· Be responsible for all matters affecting copyright in Nigeria, as provided in the Act.

· Advise and regulate conditions for the conclusion of bilateral and multilateral agreement between Nigeria and any other country.

· Enlighten and inform the public on matters relating to copyright.

· Maintain a Data Bank of authors and their works.

· Be responsible for such other matters as relate to copyright in Nigeria, as the Minister may from time to time, direct.

The Commission is therefore enjoined by law to provide the enabling environment for the enforcement of copyright laws.

Black’s Law Dictionary, 8th Edition, defines “copyright” as-

“A category of intangible rights protecting commercially valuable products of the human intellect. The category comprises primarily Trade Mark, Copyright and Patent rights. But also includes trade secret rights, publicity rights, moral rights and rights against unfair competition”.

Also section 1 (1) of the Copyright Act list literary works, musical works, artistic works, cinematographic films, sound recording and broadcasting as works that are eligible for copyright protection in Nigeria. 

Copyright therefore, falls within that genre of the law referred to as the Law of Intellectual Property. The term “intellectual property” for its part, refers to those products, which emanate from the human brain. It is the property of a man emanating from the power of his mind to reason. With the current Nollywood phenomenon and the activities of Kennis Music and other record companies that have been discovering, producing and promoting many talented young musicians that have become international stars, recognized, copyright-protected works must be given special attention.

For instance, it has been reported that between 1992 and date, the Nigerian Movie Industry has produced over 6,000 movies, employed over 300,000 Nigerians and generated over US$200,000,000 in international sales, annually.

There is no doubt that such a system, apart from ridding the society of jobless youth, with its attendant social ills that could be perpetrated from such youth, the system reflects the soul of the nation and engenders the growth and development of the nation. It is therefore, a good way of promoting, enriching and disseminating our cultural heritage, and further stimulates more creative works from the human intellect.

2. PIRACY

As with other forms of property, Intellectual Property is proprietary in nature and can be stolen on the one hand or validly dealt with by assignment or license from the owner.

The nature of piracy of intellectual property lies clearly along the lines of infringement of the exclusive rights granted by law to a person; and such may manifest in the form of unauthorized distribution or replication of a written work, a trade mark, an invention or other protected intellectual property.

Infringement represents any act that interferes with any of the exclusive rights of a patent, copyright or a trademark owner.

Section 15(1) (a) – (g) of the Copyright Act has, to a large extent, prescribed the nature of rights that are granted individual intellectual property owners: and consequentially acts that constitute infringement.

Global piracy figures are largely consistent.

However, there is consensus that piracy rates are enormous especially in continents where the sources of record keeping are inefficient or non-existent.

The 2001 Business Software Alliance (BSA) report claims that global software piracy cost the United States US $11.8 billion dollars. That figure complements a Canadian Alliance Against Soft-ware Theft (CAAST) report, asserting that business software piracy cost C$457 million in lost retail sales in Canada, translating into 38% of business software, being pirated copies.

It is difficult to get reliable figures on the extent of piracy in Africa and Nigeria, in particular, as a result of non-systematic collation of statistics, if any at all. Yet it is clear that piracy is rampant in the domestic commercial sphere.

PROTECTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

There are both judicial and non-judicial methods to protect or enforce an author’s copyright.

Although, protection through the Courts is always an option to a person whose intellectual right has been or is about to be infringed, catching the perpetrator of the crime may be a long shot.  Prosecuting him may be even harder and getting the stolen works back – that is, putting the cat back in the bag, is usually impossible.

Therefore, the owner of the copyright must be vigilant and pro-active in the protection of the right which the law ascribes to him.

But where the proactive method has failed, the law has put in place certain remedies to the injured party.

These include injunctions, damages, the Anton Pillar Order (an Order made Exparte for the purpose of searching the premises of the perpetrator and removing infringing materials as exhibits and evidence). All those judicial remedies have their shortcomings.

STRAP

So, we are here today to launch the Copyright Commission’s initiative for the protection of copyright works from all forms of infringement and abuse. It is an alternative method of the protection of copyright in protected works.

The core principle of STRAP provides an open platform for all right owners and stakeholders to combat the piracy of their copyright-protected works, in music, movies, software, books, the arts, etc and to empower local copyright industries and attract foreign investments.

As an anti-piracy initiative, STRAP recognizes the negative effects of piracy on the national economy, creative artistes and the survival of copyright-based industries.

STRAP has three components, thus-

1. Mass Enlightenment
It is part of the Commission’s functions under the Copyright Act, wherein the Commission is enjoined to enlighten and inform the public on matters relating to copyright.

There is great need for a massive public enlightenment of both the copyright-protected family and the end-user-public of the works protected. Most infringement activities flow from a total lack of knowledge and information on the principle of copyright.

It is essential that a purchaser of a copyright-protected work knows that while he retains only possession of the work, the copyright therein still resides in the owner or author of the work. The purchaser cannot replicate, lend, dub or otherwise deal with the goods without the express permission of the author, first sought and obtained.

There is therefore, need for an aggressive media mass enlightenment initiative in that regard. Indeed, all modes of dissemination of the message should be employed.

2. 
Enforcement

STRAP proposes the creation of a core enforcement drive; in concert with the Judiciary and core law enforcement agencies for enforcement, as provided under the Copyright Act.

It is also essential to bring into the awareness campaign, the principle of CLAMP- the Copyright Litigation Assistance and Mediation Programme. This provides for the mediation of disputes between Parties under the Alternative Dispute Resolution Programme (ADR). This may not involve the intervention of the court.

It is imperative also that copyright owners know that they are at liberty to personally institute and diligently prosecute civil claims by themselves without waiting for the Commission to institute criminal proceedings. Here, the claimant may claim and receive Damages for infringement. 

Finally, I would wish to observe that the Copyright Act does not provide for the registration of copyright-protected works or their authors. But then, the Act does not specifically prohibit such registration.

I recommend therefore, that a Registry be created for the registration of authors and their works. 

That process would even ease the process of Litigation, where the need arises.

STRAP AND THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT

 The Federal High Court is the Court with exclusive jurisdiction, at first instance, to entertain and determine copyright matters by virtue of section 251(1) (g) of the 1999 Constitution; and Federal High Court Judges have over the years upheld the age-old principle that while the purchase of a work in which copyright subsists may vest possession of the work in the purchase, but does not divest the owner of the copyright in the work.

Thus, no-one, who has bought a record, cassette, film, compact disc, diskette, book or any copyright work has the right to reproduce the work without the consent of the owner. Such act amounts to an infringement of the copyright in the work. In that regard, the Federal High Court has awarded deterrent damages in many cases. E.g. Yemilan Vs Daily Times (1990), Comrade Ashaolu vs. Muyideen Aromire & Ors, Kolade Osinowo vs. John Holt, 1990, etc. There are so many cases at various stages of trial currently pending before many Federal High Court Judges. I have no doubt that those cases will be granted expeditious hearing, particularly, having regard to the very nature of copyright cases.

Finally, I commend the Commission for conceptualizing STRAP. But the Bench, the Bar and the Commission must move in tandem, if the spirit of STRAP is to be achieved.

Finally, about fifty years ago, (in 1954), Prof. Zachariah Chafee, writing in the Harvard Law Review christened “Copyright” as the “Cinderella” of intellectual property laws. He said-


“In a way, piracy, the unauthorized copying, adaptation, reproduction and broadcast of copyright works are the sisters of Cinderella, who will not allow her to live an abundant life. Thus, a fairy godmother is needed to make copyright holders, like Cinderella, achieve their potentials.” 

Perhaps, STRAP, the Strategic Action Against Piracy, a baby of the Nigerian Copyright Commission is the much-awaited fairy-godmother. 

I wish the Commission great success in the implementation of the letter and the spirit of STRAP. It is a good programme and if well implemented will attain the desired result. STRAP MUST SUCCEED.
Your Excellency, the President, Hon. Minister, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you for your attention.

R.N. UKEJE

CHIEF JUDGE

FEDERAL HIGH COURT

3RD MAY, 2005

PUBLIC LAUNCH OF STRATEGIC ACTION AGAINST PIRACY

(STRAP)
3RD MAY, 2005 AT SHERATON LAGOS HOTEL & TOWERS
ADDRESS BY
THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, NIGERIAN COPYRIGHT COMMISSION

MR ADEBAMBO ADEWOPO
I am delighted today to witness this successful launching of the Strategic Action Against Piracy (STRAP). I am even more enthused at the determination and zeal of generality of Nigerians who are gathered here to protect creativity and enhance the development of the copyright industry.

Creativity entails a lot of physical and intellectual exertion. It ensures the development and protection of a nation’s cultural heritage and promotes education and scholarship. Authors of this work are expected to earn a living out of their creativity. Besides, creativity contributes to national growth and social development. A lot of industries are dependent on effective protection of creative works to survive like publishing companies, software producers, musical and film producers, recording industries, broadcasters, etc. These industries contribute enormously to the GDP of our nation. The economic importance of these industries cannot be over emphasized considering that it is capable of providing employment to hundreds of thousands of people.

The greatest hindrance to creativity is piracy. Piracy is not a natural occurrence in the ordinary pursuit of creative people. It is a crime and a deliberate misappropriation of the fruit of another’s labour. It kills the incentives of creators. Piracy is a selfish passion for illicit gains and dubious shortcut to unearned prosperity. It destroys the fabric of our economy, image and pride. Pirates are primarily concerned with their immediate enrichment even at the detriment of the creators of works being exploited. An author if not encouraged to create works cannot earn a living and therefore cannot contribute to the national purse. He cannot also make his talent available for the use of the society. Very little creativity will flourish in a society where the further expression of ideas is inhibited by the perversity of illegal producers of works. This is why protection of copyright and the battle against piracy are not only an affirmation of the declared rights of authors to the material benefit from their works but a crucial factor in national development.
In appreciation of the evil effect of piracy and the urgent need to fight that scourge, the Nigerian Copyright Commission initiated the Strategic Action 
Against Piracy (STRAP) for which we are gathered here today. The Commission is also going through a process of reform to reposition itself to sustain this fight. Part of the reform includes reorganization of its structure, empanelling of high caliber staff, change in its logo and motto, etc. 
It is important to note that STRAP is not made for Nigerian Copyright Commission or the Government alone. It is a process where copyright owners, users and the general public will come together to fight this crime. It is a national anti-piracy campaign where every well-meaning Nigerian has a social and corporate responsibility to join. More importantly the right owner who has continued to demand for this campaign to flush the society of pirates now has a platform to work assiduously in fighting piracy. This campaign also signals Government determination to champion this fight and assure copyright owners that it will create the necessary environment to assist in flushing pirates out of our land.

I most sincerely thank Mr. President for his assistance and support not only in seeing to the success of this launching but also in this fight against piracy. I am also grateful to the Honourable Minister for Tourism and Culture for his support and determination in seeing that this campaign is sustained. I also thank the Committees on Culture and Tourism in both the Senate and the Federal House of Representatives for their assistance. To the copyright owners and owners’ association, I assure you that Government will stop at nothing in seeing that there is no hiding place for any pirate in Nigeria. The position of the Commission now is zero tolerance to piracy. Your participation and contribution to this programme has convinced us of your determination to take your destiny in your hands.  I thank you all. I am also most grateful to gentlemen of the Press. Their support and encouragement is invaluable.

I urge all Nigerians to join in this campaign. I hope that the zeal with which we are launching this campaign today is sustained until the goal is accomplished. Once again, I thank you all.

APPENDIX 2 (PP. 46- 52) GRAPHIC PRESENTATION OF ENFORCEMENT INDICATORS ON QUARTERLY BASIS





Chart on No of Raids
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Key:


1st Qtr	-	6


2nd Qtr	-	22


3rd Qtr	-	11


4th Qtr	-	8





Chart on No of Arrests
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Key :


1st Qtr	-	3


2nd Qtr	-	92


3rd Qtr	-	54


4th Qtr	-	12





Chart on Seizures (Quantity)
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Key :


1st Qtr	-	32,530


2nd Qtr	-	5,818,003


3rd Qtr	-	1,015,318


4th Qtr	-	38,380





Chart on Market Value (N)
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Key:


1st Qtr	 -		N10,540,200


2nd Qtr	 -		N474,035,844


3RD Qtr	 -		N706,723,000


4th Qtr 	 - 		N7,690,000





Chart on Prosecution
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Key:


1st Qtr	  -		0


2nd Qtr	  - 		6


3rd Qtr 	  -		0


4th Qtr	  -		0





Chart on Inspection
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Key:


1st Qtr	-	0


2nd Qtr	-	70


3rd Qtr	-	0


4th Qtr	-	0





Chart on CLAMP
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Key:


1st Qtr	-	1


2nd Qtr	-	0


3rd Qtr	-	0


4th Qtr	-	1
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